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SESPlan and the LDP

The system is simply not working properly

Balerno Community Council is dismayed at the state of
the planning system which can allow the processes of
preparation of a Strategic Plan to become
disconnected from the processes for finalising of the
Local Development Plan, opening up a likely gap of up
to 18 months between the finalising of the first and the
completion of the second.

The outcome is absolute uncertainty. Uncertainty for
developers who are now queuing up with applications for
developments in the Green Belt surrounding Balerno,
apparently hoping to be able to argue that their preferred
sites should be given permission before Edinburgh Council
have been able to respond to the revised Strategic Plan.
And of vastly greater concern to the Council, that gap leads
to uncertainty and anxiety for residents who have to

Is there really a need for another 7700
houses in Edinburgh?

Balerno Community Council is hugely sceptical about the
basis on which Scottish Government has assessed
the need for more housing in Edinburgh.

SESPlan was modified in the summer to require 24,338 more
houses in the period to 2024, than was identified in its earlier

versions. In addition SESPlan's Supplementary Housing
Guidance issued in September has indicated that Edinburgh
Council's share of that requirement is for a further 7,700
houses. In company with the other Community Councils in the
area the Council has sought answers from Scottish Govern-
ment as to precisely how the figure of 24338 was arrived at.

confront the possibility of huge developments all round
Balerno. The Community Council is absolutely clear that
the proper time for consideration of any such applications
would have been when the Local Development Plan is
settled.

The draft LDP published earlier this year made
no proposals for developments in Balerno and we have no
reason to believe that the revised LDP would do otherwise.

While nothing is certain at least the context in which any
such applications would be determined would have been
clear. Instead Balerno is faced with proposals which if
allowed to proceed would change the nature of the village
and the community out of all recognition and destroy the
Green Belt into the bargain.

Good news on
Cockburn Crescent

Edinburgh City Council refused an application for
planning permission for housing development at
Cockburn Crescent.

The site lies within the Green Belt and such development
is inconsistent with Green Belt policies. Over 500
objections were received by CEC in relation to the
application including objections lodged by BCC.

The Council anticipates that the applicant will now appeal
to Scottish Ministers, and that such an appeal might well
be the subject of a Public Local Inquiry before a
Reporter.

The Council will seek to be involved in any such appeal.

PAN process re Pilmuir

Following on the public exhibition on 3 October by Messrs
Gladman Developments as part of a PAN procedure
concerning possible housing development at land west of
Ravelrig Road featured in the last issue of Forum, the
Council wrote to the developer setting out a number of
issues which had been raised with members.

The Council was in particular, concerned that certain of the
developers display boards included statements or material
the content of which was at variance with the Council’s
understanding of the facts. Accordingly the Council has
sought clarification from the developers. The Council had
not received any response by 8 November.

Gladman were to have made a presentation to the Council
at its December meeting on 5 December but have now
withdrawn.




Possible withdrawal of public counter at Balerno Police Station

At its October meeting the Council agreed to object to the proposal
by Police Scotland for closure of the public counter at
Balerno Police Station.

The proposal is included in a regrettably brief consultation by
Police Scotland. While objecting to the withdrawal of the counter
services, BCC are also concerned about the consequences of
such withdrawal. BCC believes that closure of the station itself is
more likely if counter services are withdrawn.

The Council responded to the consultation in a letter of 25
October, making a number of points including criticising the fact
that only 30 days was allowed for responses to be lodged, and the
vagueness of the criteria engaged in the consultation.

The process for deciding which counter service functions was core and which were ancillary does not seem to
have been consulted on. Only core functions would count towards the assessment of the value of the counter
services. BCC was not aware of whether there was a minimum threshold level of calls on core functions which
would merit retention of the service.

The Council believes that Balerno Police Station is a valuable part of the community, giving confidence to the
public, and we believe likely also to provide a more efficient police service for Balerno. Withdrawal of counter
service effectively closes off the Police Station to the public.

All weather pitch

The good news spot! It is looking increasingly
likely that at long last Balerno will get an all
weather pitch.

CEC are quietly confident that their application for
f-mateh funding from Sports Scotland will be accepted.
Both Balerno High School and Dean Park Primary will
benefit from moves which will also open up the
prospect of establishing a strong multi-sports club in
the local community.
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Are we about to see something at
the roundabout ?

The wheels are beginning to turn and CEC are now
hoping to have the roundabout refurbished before the
bad weather.

Meanwhile they are, we hope, also following up BCC’s
suggestion of incorporating mill stones into the round-
about design. BCC are hoping to source mill stones
— so if you know of anyone who may be looking for a
new home for a couple of mill stones then BCC would
love to hear from you.

Garden District possibilities

At its October meeting the
. Council heard a presentation
“ by  Holder Planning and
Murray Estates in relation

o - oufline poRgsal. WhIch Fairtrade Village and Fairtrade
have not yet been submitted .
or planning  permission School awards for Balerno

relating to the development Balerno Community Council were represented at the
of Edinburgh's  Garden Fairtrade Village Winter Picnic on 8th November when
_ District. the Lord Provost, the Rt Hon David Wilson presented

The. Garden ADistrst would the certificate awarding the status to the Fairtrade
be located in the area Villade Cro.
between the A8 and the railway line north of Currie and 9 D
Juniper Green with its eastern boundary on the City Bypass The Lord provost also presented a certificate to Dean
and its western boundary running down Riccarton Mains Road. Park Primary School which has also been awarded
Garden District would run west on both sides of the M8. The Fairtrade status by the Fairtrade Foundation.

site would allow for around 3500 houses.







