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Strategic Plans, Local Plans and such like

Are the public really expected to be able to follow what on earth is going on ?

The process to settle Edinburgh's Local Development
Plan looks as though it is going to drag on.

As we reported in the Spring issue of the Forum, Edinburgh
Council had put their Local Development Plan out to
a consultation which ended in mid June. The LDP has to
follow the requirements of SESplan. On the 27 June 2013
Scottish Ministers decided to approve the South East
Scotland Strategic Development Plan - SESplan to its
friends - but with modifications. That means that the LDP
has to go back to the drawing board in order to comply
with the modifications which include a requirement that
SESplan in turn prepares supplementary guidance to
identify the individual housing requirements for
each Local Development Plan area.

SESplan will now publish the approved Plan as soon as
possible following printing. There may be a further period
of consultation on SESPIlan. In order to ensure that delays
to LDPs are as short as possible, the Government has said
that work on the supplementary guidance and any
necessary accompanying  assessments must be
progressed timeously and that the work also needs to be
allocated sufficient resource by both the SESplan team and
the constituent authorities. They also say that it is essential
that the full range of stakeholders is involved in the
preparation of the guidance, including the Scottish
Government, its executive and non-executive agencies, the
other key agencies and the development industry, and,

importantly, that the public must also be given sufficient
opportunities to input their views. The Scottish Ministers
expect the supplementary guidance to be adopted within 12
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months from the
date of this letter,
and finally that

LDPs in the SES-
plan area should not
be submitted to
Ministers until after
the supplementary guidance has been adopted.

That means that the LDP consulted on by Edinburgh in
June will now be revised in the light of SESplan, but will not
be resubmitted until this time next year at the earliest and
probably not before 2015 since whatever emerges may
have to be consulted on again by Edinburgh. In turn that
means that until the new LDP is approved - whenever that
might be after resubmission by Edinburgh - any planning
applications should be dealt with under the rules set out in
the Rural West Edinburgh plan.

However at the same time as Edinburgh were consulting on
the LDP, Scottish Government were consulting on a new
set of planning policies including proposals for how Green
Belt should be considered in future. BCC have responded
to that consultation expressing support for continuation of
Green Belt policies.
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Developers show interest in building at Pilmuir

On 13 July BCC received a
Proposal o‘])!AppliCation Notice PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE
served by Gladman Develop-
ments Limited in relation toj&
three fields located west of
Ravelrig Road. Gladman say
that they will hold a manned
public exhibition at Balerno
Community Centre. This is
likely to be on Thursday 3
October at the Bowling Club.
Gladman undertake in their
PAN to meet with local
community groups in advance
of and after the exhibition. The
notice starts a formal 12
weeks public consultation
period.

Formed in 1987 by David
Gladman, Jonathan Shepherd
and Kevin Edwards, Gladman
is  committed to pure
speculative development.
Based in  Cheshire, the
business has expanded its
activities across the UK, ‘ i

opening offices in Scotland | LAND WEST OF RAVELRIG ROAD, BALERNO
and North East England.

The PAN procedure applies in the case of national or major developments. The PAN process was applied in the spring
of this year in relation to land at Cockburn Crescent and included a public exhibition in February also at
the Community Centre.

The land is Green Belt. Balerno Community Council's general position is that Green Belt land should not be developed
except in the ways permitted at present under general planning policies. Housing development on the probable scale
envisaged by a major development is not at present permitted, There is also opposition within the City of Edinburgh
Council in general terms to building housing developments on Green Belt Land.

The land is good quality Agricultural Land and was used until recently for growing Fruit and Vegetables which were sold
to local residents in the Farm Shop, before the farm buildings site was developed for housing by CALA

The land of the three fields is actually zoned in the current local development plan for the construction of the A70
Balerno Bypass and its associated land restructuring for sound barriers. If the A70 Balerno Bypass was to be built along
that line then it would cross the site diagonally. The bypass plan appears to have been deleted from the current draft
LDP.

The land concerned is also adjacent at one point on its southern boundary to "Northfield" which is a Listed Building and
Listed Garden. Historic Scotland and Scottish Natural Heritage would require to be involved in any decision therefore.
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The land concerned is also close to an Area of Special Scientific Interest on the West Side and SEPA would
also therefore be consulted.

The Ravelrig Quarry extension is in the direction towards the west side of the land concerned. Issues of
potential nuisance from noise, dust and ground vibration etc may arise.

BCC also understand that the lower lying areas of the three fields are frequently flooded during periods of heavy rainfall,
so some drainage issues might well arise

Definite signs of green shoots for an éll weather pitch

BCC have been pressiné for over a year now for Balerno to have its own all weather pitch, and we are absolutely delighted that
thanks to the diligence of one in particular of our Councillors we look like getting one in the very near future.

Edinburgh Council's Culture and Sport Committee agreed in early June to allocate £125K to the project, matching
Education Committee's £125K. The next step is for the Council to develop the plans and then go forward formally to secure match
funding. As Clir Bill Henderson has said in the past to BCC it is a disgrace that Balerno has not had direct access to such a facility.

The momentum seems certainly to be building and BCC are very hopeful that Balerno will in fact have a floodlit all weather facility
within the very near future.







