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Edinburgh Council is currently working on
its new Local Development Plan covering
Balerno. This will replace the Rural West
Edinburgh Development Plan, adopted
initially in 2006. The development plan
will set out how places should change and
what they could be like in the future. It will
say what type of development should take
place where, and which areas should not
be developed. It will set out the best
locations for new homes and businesses
and protect places of value to people or
wildlife. The plan will also help
development to take place quickly by
describing how any new or improved
facilities, such as roads, schools and
parks, will be provided.

6 - Riccarton triangle,

o

8 - Glenbrook & 10 - Harlaw Gait
L e

oodhall’Mains Farm

111K

Pa

e
-

Cockbum Crescent

The Local Development Plan (LDP) is
of vital importance to everyone in Balerno and to the
future of our community. The Community Council
urges everyone in the village to become involved with
the process. *

In preparing the LDP, Edinburgh, like Glasgow, Aberdeen and
Dundee, has first to prepare its Strategic Development Plan,
known as SESplan, which is at present being scrutinized by
Scottish Government. SESplans may be approved by Ministers
by August 2013. It is supposed to be a blueprint for the next
twenty years, while the LDP on the other hand sets out detailed
policies and proposals.

The LDP was approved on 19 March by Edinburgh's Planning
Committee and will be put out for consultation by the City
Council between 1 May and 14 June. Thereafter the LDP will be
reviewed by the City Council before a revised draft is submitted to
Scottish Ministers in December 2013. After that there may be a
public Inquiry, and the provisional timetable suggests a final
decision in 2015.

The draft LDP does not at present propose any further
housing or other development for Balerno. However the
Community Council recognizes the need to reinforce
arguments for that position.

In the run up to the approval of the draft LDP housing
developers expressed interest in developing land at Cockburn
Crescent, Glenbrook and Harlaw Gait, all of which are Green Belt
land.

At a special meeting in February, Balerno Community Council
reiterated its absolute commitment to the Green Belt and
associated development policies.

The Community Council is aware that the Scottish Government
may request Edinburgh Council to amend SESplan to include
provision for more land to be allocated for housing than is
currently envisaged. The Scottish Government is understood
to be looking for 'generous' allocations of land for housing;
this suggestion is taken by Edinburgh to mean 'more than you
need'.

BCC expect that interest in Cockburn Crescent, Harlaw Gait and
Glenbrook will be renewed in the consultation process. Balerno,
Currie, Juniper Green and Ratho Community Councils, along
with Colinton Amenity Association are discussing co-ordination
of action in responding to the LDP. None of those bodies are
aware of any reason why additional housing provision,
beyond that catered for by Edinburgh Council in SESplan
might be deemed necessary nor why the Scottish Government
may have indicated a requirement for 'generous' housing land
allocations.

BCC believes that the first port of call for new housing should be
brown-field sites. Only if the case is absolutely essential should
green-field sites be used, while Green Belt sites should be
excluded altogether

BCC are not convinced all available brown field sites are being
properly considered by developers. Development on green field
sites is always a simpler course of action.

BCC believes that Edinburgh Council's proposals in the LDP
should be supported.

It urges residents to express their support for the
proposals in the LDP by responding directly to the
consultation.

Balerno Community Council meets in public at 7.30 pm on the 1st Thursday each month except January,
, at Balerno High School.




Cockburn Crescent Planning Application

At its March meeting the Community Council discussed the
public exhibition put on by Clarendon Planning and David
Wilson Homes on 28 February in the Community Centre as
part of the Proposal of Application Notice procedure relating to
possible housing development at Cockburn Crescent.
Members of the Council who had attended the exhibition were
so far from impressed either by the proposals or by the
exhibition itself, that at the February meeting the Council
decided to write to the developers about vanous 1ssues ar:smg
from the exhibition. ~

The Council was seriously
disappointed that the
developers had not
addressed the Green Belt
character of the site in the
exhibition other than
through a passing
reference on one diagram.

The Council thought that
failure to address this issue
more fully in the exhibition
meant that people left the
exhibition with a very
limited picture of the
issues.

So far as the Council was
concerned the exhibition
did not try to explain how
the development might reasonably be expected to conform to
Green Belt policies. When asked at the exhibition, however,
representatives of the developer appeared to accept that the

the site.

_proposals were not compatible with the Green Belt status of

The Council also raised with the developers concerns over the
questionnaire distributed at the exhibition. The Council
had received a significant number of critical comments
from visitors to the exhibition and in- particular about the
leading nature of guestions.

The Council in addition questioned the accuracy of information
displayed or implied in the exhibition, and also raised with the
developers the questlon of the timing of the proposal given

5 that the Local Develop-
ment Plan process is
underway.

Finally the  Council
invited the developers to
discuss the matter with

the Council at a public
- meeting, in the event that
- they were to lodge a
planning application for
the Cockburn Crescent
¢ site.

To date the Council has
received neither an
acknowledgement nor a
reply to its letter to the
= developers.

Having reaffirmed its
commitment to the Green
belt and associated policies the Council does not recognise
any application as trailed by the developers at the February
exhibition. So far as the Community Council is concerned, it
does not at present believe that there is any significant body of

~ opinion in the community which favours the proposals.

/ Buses—New Timetables

The Council welcomed both Lothian buses new
timetable and also the enhancement to the 44A
service for which we have been asking for
some considerable time.

The revised timetable effective from 24 March, ~

provided extra journeys Monday to Saturday and new Sunday
service on the 44A route and also introduced additional am & pm
Qumey to and from Balerno on the X44 route.

Mansfleld Road crossing update

We reported in our Spring 2012
issue on concerns over road safety
on Mansfield Road. especially at
the Harlaw Road junction, and we
again reported on the issue in the
Autumn issue. Sadly, in early
December a ftraffic accident at
that junction resulted in a fatality.
. Police investigations  continue,
but the Community Council
understands that Edinburgh
Council now intend to install a
‘ a vehicle activated “Children
Crossing” sign, wnth a flashing “SLOW DOWN" message
plate on Mansfield Road. This sign will be activated by
passing vehicles and will warn drivers of the likelihood of
children crossing the road.
The sign will be situated on the approach to the bend south of
Harlaw Road and will be programmed to operate as the
children are going to school. Edinburgh Council say that they
expect this work to be carried out in the summer holidays.

; Changes at Balerno Commumty Councnl
lan: Hynd has stepped down from the Chair of the Communlty\

~ Council because of study requirements, which mean that he

cannot unfortunately, be available to chair Council meetings over
the Summer prior to September. Tony Allen, Vice-Chair has
been appointed Acting Chair of BCC in the interim and
Richard\Henderson has been appointed acting Vice-Chair. ‘

‘ Electlons to the Commumty Council are also due to be. held in the

 autumn of this year, having been deferred in July 2012 by
~ Edlnburgh Council to avoid clashing with the Council's oWy
elections in 2012. More details in Summer i lssue of the Forum .

';Edmburgh Council is cumently carrying out a review of the ’

- Community Council Scheme and will approve a new scheme in

- August in time for elections in October. We hope to have detalls of
_ timing in time for the Summer issue of the Forum. -

ﬁ Balerno Community Council members \

Chair (Acting) Tony Allen
Vice-Chair Acting) Richard Henderson
Secretary Trudy Allan
Minute Secretary. Kathleen Fiddes
Treasurer Hugh Watt
Planning Committee Convener Ken Shade
Members Finlay Anderson Max Downie

Joan Graham lan Hynd

Jack Kerr Marion Miine

Lauchie Scougall Bill Stark

Ken Stephen

Meet BCC at the Balerno Farmers Market
on the 2nd Saturday each month







