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In March of this year First Bus
withdrew their Sunday service
on the 44 route. On June 10th
they withdrew their 44 bus
service in its entirety.

Balerno Community Council
contacted First Bus at the!
beginning of May when we |
became aware that First Bus
were withdrawing the 44
service completely. First Bus
told us on 17th May that the
current economic climate, high fuel prices and cuts in
external funding meant that it was no longer possible
to fund the service from other parts of their busi-
ness.

BCC also contacted Lothian Buses to try to ensure that
Balerno continued to receive a bus service at a
frequency and capacity able to meet the local demand.

Lothian -Buses have now introduced an X44 service,
providing two limited stop morning and evening
services, and promise further service improvements from
24 June, including a Sunday service running at 15 minute
intervals.

It is too early to say whether
Lothian’s improved service, while not
unwelcome, will fully deal with the
pressure on peak time ftravel arising
from an effective halving of bus
services. We will continue to monitor
| Lothian Buses service.

Neither the Community Council nor
local City Councillors were contacted
by First Bus prior to the closure
announcement, which followed
apparently from the reduction in
the level of Bus Service Operators Grant by 17%
from 1st April 2012. In the Spring issue of Balerno
Forum, Councillor Ricky Henderson had pointed to the
effect of reductions in the level of BSOG on bus fares.

Removing 50% of the services between Balerno to
Edinburgh and 100% on some East Lothian bound
routes, is a swingeing cut. We recognise that increases
in operating costs may make routes unsustainable, but
we are concerned that this cut was introduced without
consultation with the community.

If you are affected by the withdrawal of First 'Bus
services for Balerno then we would like to hear from

. you.
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City decides that Balerno’s Community Hubs are
‘Wester Hailes and Oxgangs
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Balerno Commumty Council believes that a local lending library is a vital part of
a community and is therefore alarmed by proposals to locate Balerno's Community Hubs in
Wester Hailes and Oxgangs and to reduce the hours of opening at Balerno Library.

Edinburgh Council undertook a strategic review of library provision for the city in January of this year. The
outcome of that review included proposals to establish Community Hubs which are to be "the first place
for residents fseeking information, trusted one stop neighbourhood hubs for engagement, employability, leisure
and learning." The Community Hubs for Balerno are at Wester Hailes and Oxgangs. Balerno Library is to be
closed on Thursdays, probably from October.

The Community Council is not confident that centres at Wester Hailes and Oxgangs are ever likely to be
effective as community hubs for Balerno. Travelling time by public transport is about 50 minutes to either.

Q Community Council will be discussing the proposals with Edinburgh Council and in the meantime will seey

ensure that the proposal is 'put on hold'.
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BCC meets in public at 19.30 on the first Thursday of the month in Balerno High School




Why is there no all-weather pitch in Balerno?

At its May and June meetings the Council discussed the state
of playing fields at Deanpark Primary School where the parents
are pressing for work to be done on the football pitches, which
are often unusable owing to drainage problems. Edinburgh
Council are to carry out a survey of the pitches, and Deanpark
PTA are planning some upgrade work themselves. But BCC
are concerned that a drainage problem which has apparently
been continuing for some years should have taken so long
to be addressed by Edinburgh Council.

Last year BCC also considered the absence of an all-weather
playing surface at Balemo High School. We believe that
Balerno High School may be alone amongst Edinburgh
secondary schools in not having an all-weather pitch on site.
BCC has expressed concern in the past about a situation
which necessarily means that students will have poorer

opportunities for outdoor sport than might be the case at
other local authority schools.

The Council understands that whilst requests for an all-weather
pitch for Balemo High School have been made by the BHS
Parent Council, money which might have been available in 2011
for that purpose was reallocated by CEC, thereby removing any
realistic possibility of such a development until at least 2015.

We are seeking confirmation from City of Edinburgh Council that
Balerno is indeed the only secondary school which does not
have an all-weather pitch available to it, and what plans they
have to address that situation.

If you have had difficulties accessing playing fields in Balerno
and think that an all weather facility would be an answer then
please let us know. And please tell us also what you think about
this problem.

Election hustings in Balerno - almost a full house

The local elections in May 2012
are now a receding memory but
Balerno Community Council was
proud to be able to contribute to
the local democratic process by
hosting the Hustings on 23rd April at
Balerno Parish Church.

An audience of over 100 were
entertained - that is after all the point
of a hustings - by speeches and a Q &
A session involving six of the seven
candidates; Mike Ferrigan who also
styles himself as Professor Pongoo, unfortunately had the date
wrong in his diary and the event was therefore denied a possible
penguin presence.

Cliff Beevers, Chair of Juniper Green CC, chaired the
evening, continuing the successful pattern developed in the
,2010 General Election and 2011 Scottish Elections, and ably
controlling the potentially unruly but overall well-behaved
gathering.

One candidate suggested that he could not answer a question
about a planning application at Muirwood Road. The reason? To
answer would disqualify the candidate if elected from being
involved in the matter if it came to Planning Committee. The
candidate, Ricky Henderson, was duly returned on 3rd May.

Other questions to the panel ranged from trams to planning to
congestion charging to centralisation of decision-making.
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The hustings were jointly promoted by BCC, Currie cC
and Juniper Green CC, while Martin Bone supplied the son et
lumiere. Overall the Council were pleasantly surprised by the
turn out and is now looking at options for a similar event in 2013
possibly to discuss the issues in the referendum promised for
2014. BCC would be interested in your views on whether BCC
should organise such an event.

The overall turnout in Pentland Hills ward in 2012 was 44.4% as
opposed to 61.5 % in 2007 and Pentlands had the 7th highest
turnout in the Edinburgh elections; room for improvement there,
and if you have ideas as to how BCC can help raise turnout then
please let us know.

BCC will also be discussing with C&B News and the neighbour-
ing Community Council whether we might organise further
opportunities in which Balerno residents may be able to hear
from their representatives on the issues which matter.
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the Council should do its best for this community,

- Balerno Forum : \
Balerno Forum aims to keep Balerno residents up to date with what the Community Council is doing on

their behalf. We need your help however in telling us what ycu think needs to be done; please let us know either
by contacting us at the Farmers Market, coming to our monthly meeting - 7.30 pm on the first Thursday of each
month at Balerno High School - talking to us at the Farmers Market or leaving a message on the website;

Edinburgh Coungil is struggling at present with budget cuts. What we can expect from the City is bound to have
to be modified. Equally however we have to be careful that Balerno does not lose out in the allocation
of resources. We all think from time to time that Balerno is forgotten about by the City Council; things like the
absence of an all weather pitch, poor maintenance of the roundabout and planted areas along with inadequate
grass cutting, the decision on library closure coupled with apparently making Wester Hailes and Oxgangs the
Community Hub for Balerno, all of these taken together suggest an absence of concern with Balerno in
the City Chambers. We cannot blame the loss of First Bus services on Edinburgh Council, but we can expect that
to plan its programmes properly with this community in
mind, involving the community so far as possible, spending money prudently and encouraging participation.

However unfair it may sound, Edinburgh Council isn't giving the impression at present that it actually cares.







