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Your voice in and for Balerno

Welcome to Balerno Forum, the newsletter of the
Balerno Community Council. We aim both to keep
you up to date with what’'s happening in local
government in Balerno and also to get your views on
what should be happening and what you would like
us to be doing on your behalf.

Balerno
Community
Council
would like to
wish
everyone
a Merry
Christmas
and a Happy

New Year
Don’t miss it and don’t forget to let us know also what = 4
you think about Balerno.

BCC wants to keep in touch with you and to involve
you more in the decisions which are important for our
community. We are always looking for new ways in
which to let you know what is going on and to let you
tell us what you think we should be hearing.
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You can keep in touch at present through the BCC
website and through the pages of the C&B News.
Now we are publishing our own newsletter which we
hope you will like. It will be available at the Library,
the Post Office, Scotmid, Balerno Parish Church
and the Community Education Office.

Ready, Steady Snow

Memories of last winter may have faded
a bit over.the past six months or so, but
,BCC is acutely aware that Balerno
people may be concerned about whether
Edinburgh Council’'s arrangements for
responding to bad weather this winter will
have improved.

BCC thinks that the City’s performance
overall was good in most of the
circumstances. But that doesn’t mean
that we want to see bus routes
terminating regularly in the village or
even worse at Slateford.

Councillor Ricky Henderson has told us
that the Council has unveiled a range of
measures to prepare for the onset of a
severe winter and that some of the main
highlights include:

Trebling of salt stocks for use on roads
and pavements.

Investment in specialist snow clearing
equipment.

Adapting existing equipment with snow
ploughs and grit spreaders.

Improved staff training.

More staff moved to snow clearing duties
to enable a faster and bigger

(., impact.

Improved communications and infor-
mation between the Council and the
public.
Special waste
collection.

arrangements  for
Investigating measures to prevent
abandoned cars blocking roads.

Improved identification and
co-ordination of support to vulnerable

people.

Increasing support for locally organised

snow-clearing by volunteers.

A special leaflet has been produced
outlining some basic advice and these
are available in hard copy or by email. «

Councillor Henderson would be
happy to provide either version for
local residents.
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www.edinburgh.gov.ul/winterweather
www.twitter.com/edinburgh_cc
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Proposed Development for MoD Base at Kirknewton

RAF Kirknewton began life as a World War 1l grass airfield
which along with the associated Richie Camp was established
to the south east of the village of Kirknewton, West Lothian.
The airfield is now home to No 661 Volunteer Gliding
Squadron (VGS) and utilised by a local flying club. The airfield
is still owned by the MoD and Royal Air Force. Richie Camp
comprised of some 39 huts which lay to the south west of the
airfield occupying three fields. The camp was later used to
house German Prisoners of War. Some time after the war,
Kirknewton airfield and Ritchie Camp were made available to
several small United States Air Force units tasked with
providing mobile radio facilites in Britain. Around 500
American service personnel were tasked with the interception
of voice and Morse signals, including military and commercial
naval traffic, with priority being given to signals involving Soviet
radar and air operations. At one point, they serviced the Hot
Line between Washington and Moscow.

Hansard reports showed that the airfield had officially
remained "In Use" after the apparent handing back in 1967,
remaining in the hands of the USAF until September 13th
1991, when it was returned to the MoD after operation Desert
Storm. It was described then as a “Contingency Hospital”.

As part of the drawdown of British Forces from West Germany,
British forces were stationed at Richie Camp, from March 1968

to April 1986. They included units of The Black Watch, The
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, The Royal Scots, The
Queen's Own Highlanders, The Gordon Highlanders and The
Royal Scots.

There were insufficient houses for soldiers' families locally
with additional married quarters provided in Lanark and
Edinburgh. A Tree Preservation Order was placed on Ritchie
Camp in December 1987. In 1999 the camp was demolished
and replaced with up-market housing and the area re-named
'Newlands'.

Now, in 2011, the MOD has laid out a proposal to reactivate
the Airfield as a base for a Royal Regiment of Scotland Multi-
role Brigade, perhaps accommodating some 6000 troops and
support staff. This proposal would, if it did happen, inevitably
involve an increase in vehicle traffic and aircraft movements
through and above Balerno.

While construction of the new base might start in 2012, details
are still very vague with many questions still unanswered and
increasingly there are doubts as to whether it will in fact
happen. However the MoD are expected to unveil their
proposals in early 2012. Balerno Community Council are
being kept informed by Edinburgh Council and will
ensure that you are keptinformed.

Community Council and Village Trust working together

A joint meeting was held between the
#Community Council and the Village
Trust in September to explore
opportunities for further co-operation
and joint ‘working for the benefit of
Balerno. Councillor Paisley in the chair,
said how fortunate Balerno was to have
two very active groups working for the
improvement and benefit of the
residents.

It must be recognised that the
Community Council was an elected
body with statutory duties to perform
with regard to planning matters and
representation on the Neighbourhood
Partnership as well as having a direct
line of communication with the Council.
The close contact with all the
councillors in the area ensured that

issues in the ward were dealt with
as speedily as practical.

It is, said Councillor Paisley, a well
organised Community Council. Clir
Paisley also said that in the case of
Balerno we also have a very vibrant
Village Trust who are able to take on
board improvements and events to
enhance the village.

He noted the current initiatives of the
Trust including:

The Farmers Market

Sustain Balerno and Tree Planting
The Music Festival In which the Trust
is a founding partner, while also looking

forward to possible Allotments

And possibly a working Hydro Scheme
in the Pentlands.

Notes from Holyrood

A joint communiqué was issued after
the meeting seeking joint meetings and
further ways of  co-operation
between the groups to enhance
the “Balerno Experience”.

in having two very
active groups working
for the improvements
_and benefit of @& @
the residents =~

Since May the staff are now in place, the constituency office at 69 Inglis Green Road, Longstone is nearing
completion and my website has been launched at www.gordonmacdonaldmsp.info.

My focus as an MSP will be on the community | have been elected to represent. We are assisting constituents
to resolve a wide range of matters including housing issues, sale of goods, anti-social neighbours and benefit

problems.

| also visited or met in Parliament a number of businesses and organisations in and around Balerno including
the Community Council, NTS Malleny Gardens, the local pharmacy, the Village Trust and the high school. At
the high school visit in July we discussed, among other items, the issue of the after school club. |
was honoured to be asked to lay the wreath at the Remembrance Sunday service in the parish church.

If | can be of assistance please get in touch by email: Gordon.macdonald. msp@scottish.parliament.uk

or telephone 0131 348 5741.







