
 

Minutes of Meeting of Balerno Community Council 
1 December 2016 at Balerno High School at 7.30pm 

Present 

David Brewster, Max Downie, Kathleen Fiddes, Emma Galloway, Cllr Bill Henderson, 
Richard Henderson, Ian Hynd, Jack Kerr, Marion Milne, Jim Polasik, Dominic Simmons, 
Hugh Watt 

Apologies 

Tony Allen, Cllr Ricky Henderson, Ken Shade, Bill Stark 

Public 

PC Ali Murdoch (11641), Lionel Sparrow 

Preliminaries 

The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming the members, PC Murdoch and Mr Sparrow. 

Agenda Matters 

1. The agenda for the evening was agreed1. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 BVT: RH, IH,  

 HH: IH 

 PHRP: HW 

 Scouts: IH 

3. Portfolios. The allocation of portfolios (recorded in the November minutes) was 
highlighted, along with the remaining gaps. 

4. Draft Minutes of November Meeting. These were approved. There were no matters 
arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda. 

5. Public Questions. There were no public questions. 

6. A Vision for Balerno. Due to other items on the agenda, this matter was deferred. A 
separate meeting is to be arranged, possibly following the lighting of the Balerno Main 
Street trees. 

7. Christmas Lights Project. The Chair wished to record his thanks to the community, 
groups and organisations which had contributed to the funding of the project. 

Installation costs had proved lower than originally anticipated. Mark Tulley (electricians) 
had charged £200 plus materials whilst Maxwell Tree Services had offered services for 

                                                
1 The minutes reflect the order of the agenda for the evening. Certain items were taken out with the planned 

order. 
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free. Whilst this was greatly appreciated, BCC agreed to offer payment for the very 
valuable assistance, which had so far removed the need to hire in mechanical access 
equipment. By 1 December, the lights were 50-75% installed, with additional lights to be 
installed on 7 December, the day before the ceremony, subject to availability of access 
equipment. As BCC had not yet contributed, it was agreed to make £200 available for 
the project (proposed by MD, seconded by MM).  If a surplus exists, it will be accounted 
for separately and held for further development. IH is to look at further trees which could 
receive lights. 

The Chair highlighted the planned ‘switch on’ next week at 6.30pm. A note of the 
planned ‘ceremony’ had been circulated by e-mail in advance of the meeting. Cllr Bill 
Henderson will act as Master of Ceremonies. BVT is organising mulled apple juice, roast 
chestnuts, glow sticks and balloon modelling. Publicity will be via the BVT Facebook 
page and web site with leaflets to go to both DPPS and BCHS. Stewards to be present 
from 18.15. 

EG suggested use of the lights as ‘Winter Lights’, rather than limiting them to the 
Christmas season. This was agreed subject to discussion with neighbours. Discussion 
took place on the operating times, which are to be 15.30 -23.00 daily. 

8. Planning Report. The Planning Report was circulated in advance by e-mail (see 
Appendix 8). 

A Planning Application for the Ravelrig Road / CALA development had now been lodged. 
A presentation of the proposals had taken place at BCHS on 29 November. Copies of 
the narrative boards used at the presentation had been received by the Chair and 
circulated by e-mail. CALA has been invited to present to BCC on 10 January. Cllr Bill 
Henderson highlighted that as planning consent in principle now existed, we need to 
maximise the benefits for the community. In perspective, it was believed that the site had 
been bought for £24M and that the Section 74 agreement was for a total of £857K. The 
Chair raised the matter of how BCC wished to engage. BCC determined to engage with 
the applicant on matters for the community, but with external advice and noting the 
community views expressed in the emerging recent BCC and BVT consultations. It 
viewed that BCC now has a duty to speak to the developer on behalf of the community. 
Initial suggestions which arose included: 

 The longstanding desire for a path to the Pentlands; 

 Support for the 63 bus extension, including operation at peak times to improve 
connectivity to other travel and business locations in West Edinburgh; 

 Using the opportunity of development at Newmills to provide a direct sustainable link 
between the Ravelrig development with Newmills and onwards to the Water of Leith 
path and (via Curriehill Castle Drive) to Curriehill station; and 

 Provision of electric vehicle charging points for each new home (which will not 
prevent congestion, but improve air quality for our downstream A70 neighbours and 
recognises the anticipated replacement of fossil fuelled vehicles with electrics in the 
next 20-30 years). 

Concerns were expressed at the flood management / SUDS proposals and how water 
from the site would be managed and disposed of. IT was noted that water from the site 
had on occasions caused flooding and debris deposition on the railway line. Concerns 
were also expressed at the transport plans. The volume of traffic eastbound at the 
junction of Ravelrig Road and the A70 was noted, as were the current poor sightlines. 
Cllr Bill Henderson observed that whilst the transport assessment may view the 
development to have a negligible effect on overall traffic levels, the cumulative effects of 
developments along the A70 corridor was much more significant. Ravelrig residents 
have a meeting planned for Monday 5th December. BCC agreed to meet with BVT to 
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form a joint position prior to meeting with CALA, with BCC acting as the lead body on this 
as a planning matter. 

The planning application for 60 Johnsburn Road (the former car park for Johnsburn 
House) by owner Alastair Love was noted. The Chair is to submit an objection on behalf 
of BCC. 

9. Police and Fire. This matter was taken immediately following item 5 on the agenda. As 
no report was provided for the October meeting, this was provided retrospectively as 
Appendix 9a. No matters of note had occurred. 

The provided report is reproduced at Appendix 9b. November has seen the 
implementation of the new community policing arrangements. 3 teams of 5 officers are 
now in place, allowing a better focus on community matter since 17 October. (Cllr Bill 
Henderson agreed that he believed community policing to have improved as a result). 
Housebreaking (HB) remains the number one priority. Two further incidents (Ravelrig 
Gait and Ravelrig Wynd) had occurred with patio doors being forced or smashed. In 
each case, the owners had been away, suggestive of some pre-surveillance of the 
properties. (Previous HBs had been planned by a domestic cleaner working in the area, 
who was arrested and has appeared in court). Dedicated HB patrols are planned. Other 
crimes included the theft of a rucksack from Balerno Community Centre and a ‘slip -in’ 
involving the theft of a back-door key. No hate crimes had occurred. Patrols at Harlaw 
reservoir had discovered drugs being smoked in a car, with further drugs retrieved from 
the car concerned. Two sheep had been killed by a dog at Balleny Farm. 

PC Murdoch raised awareness to the ongoing Police Scotland ‘your view counts’ survey 
and provided copies of the Edinburgh April – September results. 

Questions from the council were: 

 Whether speed checks had been carried out in Johnsburn Road and Cockburn 
Crescent. Some had been done, although PC Murdoch highlighted the practicalities, 
which required both a straight line and daylight (which limits operations at this time in 
the year). 

 20 mph adherence on Bavelaw Road by the ‘top’ co-op. 

 Checks had been carried out on Lanark Road West at Ravelrig. 

10. Pentland Hills Regional Park. No business, but noted that the park was now 30 years 
old. 

11. Culture and Sport. No matters noted. 

12. Communities, Neighbourhood, Education, Children and Families. No matters noted. 

13. Health, Wellbeing and Housing. No matters noted. 

14. Transport and Environment 

 No progress made on repairs / replacement of ‘green bridge’ over Bavelaw burn. 

 Noise and vibration from blasting at Ravelrig Quarry, particularly about 1pm on 25 
November was noted. The availability of vibration monitoring equipment was raised. 
It is believed that Heriot Watt university possesses suitable monitoring equipment. 

15. Communications: 

 Web Site. DS has met with Lauchie. Statistics were provided for 1-26 November, with 
800 unique visitors, 446 page views a week, 165 uses of the contact form (since 
inception) and 133 subscriptions to the e-form (See Appendix 15 for full report). The 
template has been changed to be ‘responsive’ i.e. it will display usefully irrespective 
of the device used and following a review of web pages, some content has been split 
up. Additional imagery is sought and it was suggested that Ian Gidney may make 

http://www.scotland.police.uk/assets/pdf/138327/307421/355352/368284/edinburgh-policing-survey-april-september-2016?view=Standard
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some of his images available. 2 different domain names had been identified, with 
Peter Reekie continuing to fund one of them. It was suggested that the e-forum be 
restarted, but using ‘Mailchimp’, which would improve the efficiency of the process. It 
is free for the size of distribution required. It is also proposed to let users sign up 
without a need for manual intervention. The Chair highlighted the need for web 
content, to be ‘teased’ via the quarterly forum. 

16. Pentland Neighbourhood Partnership. No matters were noted. 

17. BVT Report / Update. No additional matters were noted. 

18. BCC Correspondence. No matters noted. 

19. Upcoming Events. No additional matters noted. 

20. Councillors' Reports 

Cllr Bill Henderson. No additional matters noted. 

21. Office Bearers' Reports 

 Treasurer. Details 

22. AOCB. Nil 

23. Dates of next meetings 

 10/01/2017 

 02/02/2017 

 02/03/2017 

 06/04/2017 

 04/05/2017 

 01/06/2017 

Abbreviations Used 

BCC Balerno Community Council 

BCG Balerno Children's Gala 

BCHS Balerno Community High School 

BMF Balerno Music Festival 

BVT Balerno Village Trust 

BPC Balerno Parish Church 

CEC City of Edinburgh Council 

CIT Community Investigation Team (Police) 

CPT Community Policing Team 

DPPS Dean Park Primary School 

HH Harlaw Hydro 

LDP Local Development Plan (Planning) 

LRB Local Review Body (Planning) 

LRW Lanark Road West 

MP Member of Parliament 
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MSP Member of Scottish Parliament 

PAN Pre-Application Notification (Planning) 

PHRP Pentland Hills Regional Park 

PNP Pentlands Neighbourhood Partnership 

PS Police Scotland 

SESPLAN South East Scotland [Strategic] Plan 

SPG Supplementary Planning Guidance 

SPP Supplementary Planning Policy 

SWCF South West Community Forum 

TPO Tree Preservation Order 

TRO Traffic Regulation Order 
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Appendix 8: Planning Report 

Balerno Community Council - Planning Report – update for 1 December 2016 

 

WEEKLY LIST - CEC publishes a weekly decision list and a separate weekly applications 

list. The decisions list forwarded on 21 November  

 

16/03833/TPO  

(Treework)  

- REF 1. 
(AREA 4a) 
Clayhills 
Grove 
Woodland 
Survey Report 
May 2015 , 
Sitka Spruce 1 
tree marked 
with 1 red dot - 
REF 1. (AREA 
4c) Clayhills 
Grove 
Woodland 
Survey Report 
May 2015, 
Lawson 
Cypress 1 tree 
marked with 2 
red dots - REF 
1. (AREA 4c) 
Clayhills 
Grove 
Woodland 
Survey Report 
May 2015 ...  

at  

Woodland  

Johnsburn 
Road  

Balerno  

Mrs Barbara 
Lyon,  

9 CLAYHILLS 
GROVE  

BALERNO  

EDINBURGH  

United 
Kingdom  

EH14 7NE  

Delegated 
Decision  

MIXED 
DECISION  

16 November 
2016  

 

The applications list forwarded on 21 November did not disclose any relevant applications.  

 

-------- 

 

Balerno Community Council -  We have an agreed policy of supporting our park lands, 

green spaces, countryside and green belt areas (in accordance with new ELDP2 Policy Env 
10), we are therefore normally opposed to housing developments within these areas. We are 
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also not in favour of building additional houses within existing gardens and in particular 
within the Conservation Area.  We also support the aims of the Pentland Hills Regional Park 
(in accordance with the new ELDP 2 Policy Env 17) 

 

South East Scotland Strategic Plan (SES) We are expected to respond to proposed SES 

plans, we do this in partnership with the SWCF (Archie Clark).  SES plan proposals may 
request more new housing land to be released, therefore they may continue to threaten our 
countryside, park lands, green spaces & greenbelt areas. 

 

Local Plans  Balerno planning is normally controlled by the current Rural West Edinburgh 

Local Plan (RWELP) and it was adopted during 2006.  However, they not been kept up to 
date with the Scottish Government planning policies or the South-East Scotland (SES) 
Strategic Plan.  City of Edinburgh Council have moved slowly forward with the new proposed 
plans (ELDP 2).  The Scottish Government/DPEA has now dealt with this new plan and it 
has made several comments and recommendations (886 pages), briefly it seems to approve 
much of the ELDP2.  The CEC will now need to make some modifications to the plan and 
then publish the final plan in accordance with the SG recommendations, perhaps becoming 
finally adopted during October/November 2016. No update 

 

Balerno Village & surrounding Green Belts (A70 corridor - The Water of Leith Villages) 
& Ratho issues. 

 

ELDP 2 The LDP 2 was considered by CEC on 24 November.   

. 

Balerno - Greenbelt 

1. Mansfield Road/Cockburn Crescent. (Clarendon - Barrat David Wilson Homes) 280 
Houses?  (permission & appeal refused) but a PAN was then submitted for 1/2 the original 
site and now a new plan 15/02405/PAN for the whole site.  PAN Exhibition, (3 display 
boards) was held on the 27th & 28 July 2015, (Barrat David Wilson Homes).  Latest 
November 2015, planning application 15/05133/PPP for 150 units.  We have lodged 
comments/objections before the deadline of 11-12-15. Permission Refused. This has now 
gone to appeal and Clarendon have recently submitted a new Landscape Addendum for 
consideration by the DPEA, Clarendon also say there is still a shortfall of over 7000 houses. 
We have asked if we can respond to this latest documentation, the DPEA said that 
depending on circumstances they may still hold a public inquiry session. Good news appeal 
refused. 

 

2. Goodtrees Farm. 600 Houses?   

 

3. Glenbrook.  50 Houses? 

 

4. Harlaw Gait.  50 Houses?  PAN exhibition was held 17th & 20th of September 2014 and 
there was as Edinburgh Evening News article/photo on the 27th Sept, 2014.  Planning 
Application has now been submitted and we have lodged the BCC comments & objections.  
We have also asked for the BCC to be considered as a consultee and this has been agreed, 
this means that our objections will be presented to the Planning Committee as part of the 
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planning department report. Planning Refused. This has now gone to appeal, we have 
lodged objections. Good news appeal refused. 

 

5. Ravelrig Road/Pilmuir Farm   190 Houses?  (The first application was recommended for 
refusal and it was then withdrawn) The new application is very similar and we lodged 
objections and the application was refused.  The applicant submitted an appeal (Jan 2015) 
and we resubmitted our previous objections. DPEA have now indicated their intention to give 
consent for 120 houses, but subject to certain conditions. This consent can be viewed on the 
DPEA website reference PPA-230-2140.  The site is now up for sale and I assume some 
developer will be interested in the site.  We will have an opportunity to make comments to 
any actual planning application. The SG/DPEA/ELDP2 supports this site for development. 
CALA lodged an application for detailed planning permission in November and offered a 
pubic exhibition on 22 Nov at Balerno High School. We have asked CALA to meet with the 
Council to outline their proposals, which envisage 180 units. It is likely that we will invite 
them to the January meeting. 

 

6. 469 LRW (Appeal refused). The owner has asked for this property to be removed from the 
Green Belt. The SG/DPEA/ELDP2 says this site should remain within the greenbelt. 

 

7. Newmills, ELDP 2.  245 Houses?  This is an important link in the Balerno GB, but 
unfortunately it seems that this site is now included within the ELDP2 plan as being suitable 
for development. There was also a CALA, PAN exhibition held on Wednesday 19th August 
2015, venue Balerno High School.  CALA attended our BCC meeting on the 3rd September 
2015. CALA have lodged an application 15/05100/FUL for 206 houses and we have met 
with them on the 19th November 2015.  We have lodged our comments/objection before the 
deadline of 4-12-15. The SG/DPEA/ELDP2 now supports this site for development and when 
reading the DPEA report it is difficult to understand some of the reasoning used in 
supporting this decision. Some modifications have now been made to the proposal, they go 
some way to addressing the objections relating to the building of flats.  However, I think we 
should continue to raise objections mainly because the existing infrastructure is unable to 
cope with the proposal. The Newmills site is within the Currie schools’ catchment area.  
Expiry date for us to lodge comments/objections was the 6-10-16.  The SWCF have also 
agreed to lodge objections mainly relating to the lack of infrastructure, traffic problems etc. 
We have now lodged additional objections, also asking the CEC to stand by their earlier 
motion and refuse this application. 

 

8. Curriehill (Balerno section including part of Currie). 400 Houses? 

 

Currie - Greenbelt 

9. Curriehill, ELDP 2.  70 Houses?  On the south side of Curriehill rail station, this site has 
been proposed for development, we have objected. (Miller & CALA) Curriehill Road, 
16/0515/FUL. 53 houses proposed south of Currie rail station. (Turley - Miller & CALA) The 
SG/DPEA/ELDP2 appears to support this site for development. 

10. Riccarton Mains Road, ELDP 2.  50 Houses?  This has also been proposed for 
development, we have objected. 

10a. Riccarton Mains Road, ELDP2 - 17 Houses New CALA Planning Application ref 
number 15/00698/FUL. Consent given. 
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11. Riccarton area, to the north of Curriehill rail station and west of HWU. 1500 Houses? 
PAN Submitted Ref 15/05258/PAN 

Riccarton Mains Road (Riccarton Mains Village), 250 houses proposed, 16/01691/PAN  
H&H Group - Ferguson Planning. 

12. Hermiston/Garden District, part of the Garden District is within the Ratho CC area.  3500 
Houses. 

13.  Muirwood Field.  90 Houses? SG/DPEA/ELDP2, this site is recommended to remain 
within the GB 

Item 13 also forms part of an important link in the Currie green belt corridor, it is very 
important that it is retained otherwise Currie would no longer be encircled by its own GB 
boundary and as a result it would be absorbed into the Edinburgh GB. 

14.   351 Lanark Road West, 53 houses, 16/01353/FUL 

Juniper Green - Parkland 

15. Curriemuirend Park, ELDP 2.  180 Houses?  It has also been proposed as being suitable 
for development within the new ELDP2 plan.  Balerno CC has an agreed policy of supporting 
our park lands, therefore we have objected to this housing proposal. The SG/DPEA/ELDP2 
supports this site for development. 

 

Ratho  

Murray Estates/Garden City, Millburn Tower Ref. 15/04318/PPP, (1350 Houses?) they 
attended our meeting on the 1st October and the BCC was generally supportive of the 
proposal. However, this proposal is within the Ratho CC area, but we do not object to it, we 
have therefore submitted a brief note to the CEC, supporting the application. We have been 
asked to attend the CEC Planning meeting and the SWCF will represent us at the meeting. 
However, we had emailed the applicant saying that if green belt land must be lost to housing 
developments then this site seems more suitable than many other locations. 

 

New Village. Dalmahoy, Ratho Ref. 16/03587/PAN, Clarendon (1200 Houses?)  I attended 

the PAN exhibition on the 22-9-16. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other on-going Planning Issues. 

 

484 LRW. 16/04033/FUL. Planning Application to alter an existing planning application for 
one house to be modified to accommodate three flats.  The building appears be of a similar 
size.  No update 

 

572 LRW. 15/04959/FUL. Planning Application for a new replacement house has been 
withdrawn. There have also been some complaints about mud etc running down from the 
building site onto the roadway. No update. 

 

Clayhills Grove. 16/03833/TPO.  Trees covered by a tree preservation order (TPO) I think it 
would be fair to say that the majority of people love trees, that is until they cause problems. 
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There is an application to do some work on the trees, some of the trees have problems and 
could be considered as being potentially dangerous, many of these trees have grown greatly 
since the houses were built and they do cut off a lot of natural sunlight. These trees are now 
very high forest trees and are not suitable to be so close to houses, we therefore have 
supported the application and in particular on health & safety grounds.  No known decision 
yet. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Current SES Plan   The SWCF are lodging comments on behalf of the members (Balerno 
included). Representations were submitted by Archie Clark on 23 November.  

 

New Proposed SES Strategic Development Plan & Main Issues Report Presentation 
meeting on the 1st July 2015 at the City Chambers, I attended along with Archie Clark of the 
SWCF.  Richard Henderson and myself attended a SWCF meeting in Juniper Green on the 
22 September 2015. Archie is preparing a joint CC submission on behalf of the SWCF.  
Consultation period to run between 21 July to 30th September.  We (BCC) have also 
submitted some brief comments in line with the SWCF submissions. We are attending a 
CEC presentation - Q&A session at the City Chambers on the 7th November 2016. 

 

ELDP 2   BCC has lodged supporting comments & objections and the SWCF have agreed to 

do something similar.  This plan has now been agreed by the CEC and the plan has now 
been dealt with by the SG/DPEA and it approves much of the ELDP2. 

 

SWCF - A70 - Water of Leith Villages.  We commented that we should support house 

building within brown field sites and the SDA areas as recommended by the SES plan and 
therefore we should support the building of homes within SDA areas, such as some of the 
Murray Estates land.  It seems that many believe this would take the pressure off from the 
Balerno, Currie & Juniper Green areas.  We have therefore supported the proposal, but 
Currie CC have objected to it. However, the SWCF had initially adopted some support 
towards the proposal.  The CEC is now supporting the proposal, so hopefully this will reduce 
some of the ongoing pressure from the Balerno GB.  It seems that the SG/DPEA/ELDP2 
judgement fails to support the proposal, however the proposal has been called in by the 
Scottish Government for further consideration.   No update yet. 

  

SWCF Meeting - Meeting 30th August 2016 at Colinton Bowling Club.  We attended the 

meeting its main focus was the ELDP2 & SES strategic plans, also the Newmills & 
Curriemuirend Park building proposals.  Next meeting due to be held on the 10th November. 

 

Balerno, Currie & Juniper Green Traffic Issues The villages intend to ask Heriot Watt 
University to undertake a survey into the traffic flows affecting LRW & LR.   No update. 

 

CEC Planning Meeting SES session 7th November 2016 

 

Neighbourhood Partnership Meeting? 
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Appendix 9a: October Police Report 
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Appendix 9b: November Police Report 
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Appendix 15: Web Site Data 

 


