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Alex Neil MSP 
Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Communities and Pensioners Rights 
St Andrews House,  
Regenr Road,  
Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
 

 
10 September 2015 

 
 
Dear Cabinet Secretary, 
 
Balerno Community Council  
Planning appeal reference PPS – 230 - 2140  
SESPLan and City of Edinburgh Local Development Plan  

 
I am writing following our meeting yesterday both to thank you for taking the time to 
meet with us and also to reiterate some of the points we made.  
The catalyst for our immediate concerns as expressed to you was of course the 
decision in the Ravelrig planning appeal. It was clear, however, in advance that you 
would not be able to respond at the meeting to points which were particular to the 
Ravelrig case, and the meeting focused on our broader concerns surrounding the 
operation of the planning system.  
Balerno Community Council submitted comments in the course of the consideration 
by Edinburgh Council and the Reporter of the Ravelrig case, and we stand by those. 
We would also associate ourselves with comments and objections in that connection 
as made directly to you in particular by Gordon MacDonald MSP and Joanna Cherry 
MP.  
It is clear to Balerno Community Council that there is something seriously wrong with 
the operation of the planning system at present as it affects Edinburgh. The 'plan-led' 
system of SESPlan coupled with an Edinburgh Local Development Plan has broken 
down, and it is now unlikely that the LDP will be in place before mid-2016, three 
years late. The whole purpose of the plan-led approach is predicated on there being 
a synchronisation between the strategic and local plans, and it ought to have been 
clear to Government both local and national that the failure to achieve that 
synchronisation would lead to real and substantial problems.  
So far as this Council is concerned it does not really matter whether the responsibility 
for the failure to synchronise lies with Edinburgh Council or arises from other factors. 
The consequence is that developers are able to exploit the absence of the LDP to 
argue for special measures to allow their developments. At Ravelrig they were 
successful on appeal. At Mansefield Road/Cockburn Crescent, Balerno, in 2013/14 

1 Greenfield Crescent 
Balerno  

Edinburgh  
EH14 7HD 



they were not; but the developer is trying again at the same site, little more than a 
year on from refusal of their appeal. Meanwhile another developer seeks to exploit 
the situation with an application in relation to Harlaw Gait, Balerno, while at Newmills, 
Balerno, CALA are presenting a premature application for the only site in our 
community which features in the list actually proposed by Edinburgh Council in the 
draft LDP.  
All of this suggests a system in chaos. The consequence of the failure to secure co-
ordination between SESPlan and LDP is impacting destructively on ordinary 
communities such as ours in Balerno. That consequence in itself is an indictment of 
Government at national and local level; and it is avoidable. It should, we believe, 
have been obvious to Government both central and local that a gap would emerge 
between the SESPlan and LDP processes and that developers would respond as 
they have; it is now clear that applications are being brought forward to exploit the 
current chaotic confusion.  
We believe that you will recognise that it does Government no credit to let the 
workings of small but effective communities crack under the strain imposed by a 
flawed system, especially where that system is capable of rapid improvement. It is 
indisputably the responsibility of Government to take steps to ensure that the 
breakdown in the system is managed so that ordinary people and communities do 
not carry the burden of the failure of others.  
The solution might lie in the suspension of Policy 7 of SESPlan where development 
of a site within the Green Belt is not consistent with the draft Edinburgh LDP now 
before the Reporters for examination. It might be that emergency action is necessary 
to impose a moratorium on repeat applications. It cannot be left to us however to 
have to identify the solution to problems which arise through the failure of others, but 
which if not resolved threatens the future of our community. That responsibility rests 
clearly with Government and we look to Government to take urgent action to remedy 
the situation in general and at Ravelrig in particular. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 

 
 
Richard M Henderson 
Chair, Balerno Community Council 
 
Cc  Joanna Cherry QC MP 
 Gordon MacDonald MSP 

Currie, Juniper Green CCs 
Archie Clark, South West Communities Forum 

 
 

!


